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Exploring 
Ideas 

Introduce pupils to the project 
through the context and brief, 

which sets the scene in thinking 
about sustainability. Learning 

outcomes and keywords are also 
provided. 
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Evaluation 
&  

Testing 

At this point a number of 
different activities can be 
done which encourage 

students to think in terms of 
sustainability and can be 

downloaded from the 
activities section. Completed 

activity sheets can be 
inserted here. 

‘Tube Map’ of how the student booklets support the design process at Key Stage 3  

Design and making can improve the way 
we do things. This section refers to the 

web-based pages, which have a number 
of inspirational ideas, which encourage 

students to think differently about the way 
in which they generate ideas. This page 

specifically asks students to research two 
STEP case studies to create a ‘mood 

board’ to illustrate the theme. 

Pupils should be able to 
explain how their final design 

idea can be produced 
including as much detail as 

they can. 

Design  
Context  

& 
Brief 

The way in which we live 
now is not sustainable. The 

learning context page 
introduces fascinating and 
sometimes shocking facts 
about our current actions.  

 

In order to generate 
ideas pupils should 

start exploring 
possibilities by 

exploring existing 
products.  

 

A design specification is a 
number of statements, 

which describe the needs, 
and restrictions of the 
product. Specifications 

should include details on 
size/weight, appearance 

and end use of the product. 
Specifications related to 
sustainability should be 

included. 
 

Pupils should be encouraged to develop 
and model at least one idea. This should 
also reflect the needs of the customer or 

individual identified in the customer 
profile section. 

When generating ideas it is important for pupils 
to use the information gathered to start 

developing ideas further.  It is important for 
pupils to evaluate their work in the light of 
progress made and to consider whether it 

meets the objectives of sustainability. Pupils 
should then draw their final design based on 

their ideas and specification. 
 

During the evaluation pupils should be encouraged to talk about 
their ideas and practical work making suggestions for 

improvements.  The final outcome should be checked against 
the original specification.  A teacher comment sheet has also 

been provided; this could be used for pupil peer/self 
assessment. 

 


